Mediating systems in inflammatory disease.
This article reviews the mediation systems participating or potentially participating in inflammatory disease, especially in immunologic injury of the glomerulus. Mediator systems are separated into 3 mechanisms: the first involves complement and neutrophils; the second involves systems unrelated to neutrophils and complement components from C3 to C9; and the third involves blood monocytes. Major emphasis is given to an analysis of factors that potentially participate in the second mechanism. These include humoral factors such as the coagulation system and Hageman factor systems and cellular factor such as platelets or cells resident in the glomerulus. Studies on a role of vasoactive amines are presented. The importance of separating neutrophil-dependent and -independent mechanisms in these studies is emphasized. A review of current knowledge of the biochemical mechanisms involved in the Hageman factor system is presented because of the potential role of these components in the development of inflammation.